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Beyond 
Words 

 

Beyond Words is an exhibition built through 

collaboration and the creative response of 

visual artists and musicians to the poetry 

collection “First Draft: Erratic Musings of a 

Wannabe Poet”  by Terri Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens when a posse of visual artists, a few 

musicians and a scribbler conspire together is 

"Beyond Words"!   

In ‘Beyond Words’, regional artists and musicians 

respond to poetry by Terri Thomas,  taking it 

beyond words in a mixed media exhibition about the 

power of poetry to fire the imagination.  

Art pieces and musical compositions, displayed with 

the poems that inspired them, give the viewer a 

visual and auditory experience of the infinite ways 

words can be interpreted by a reader.  
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What People Are Saying About 
‘Beyond Words’ 

“I found the ‘Beyond Words’ exhibit to be one of the most 

creative exhibits that I have ever hosted. There was 

something for everyone.  The idea of combining poetry, 

music, visual art and culinary art was really ‘Beyond 

Words’.  -  Beatrice Rubenfeld - Studio Beatrice, Corvallis OR 

 

“Terri's dynamic poetry inspired me with an image that went 

beyond my comfort zone and familiar style of mandalas. 

Although nervous at first, I felt compelled to move past it in 

order to bring this vision to form. And for that I'm grateful for 

Terri, her poetry, and the opportunity to be a part of this 

wondrous exhibit.” – Maureen Frank – Artist, Corvallis, OR. 

 

“When poet Terri Thomas opened her treasure chest of 

poems to local artists and invited their responses she let loose 

a flow of imagery and secret language hidden in each artist. 

The outcome is an exquisite expanding collaborative exhibit 

"Beyond Words."  The gallery became a beautiful place of 

echoes between Terri's words and the artist’s reflections.  

This project has reached left and right brain thinkers and 

during the Corvallis Art Walk the exhibition peaked curiosity 

and creative inspiration in a cross section of viewers of all 

ages”  Paige Shumway - Pegasus Gallery, Corvallis, OR 

 

 

"Though I have been writing and making art for several 

decades, Beyond Words was the first time I had been invited 

to express my response to another writer's work through art. 

The memories and feelings evoked by Terri Thomas' poems 

have traversed a wide spectrum, from playful delight to a 

haunting sadness. That spectrum is underlined in seeing the 

work of other artists who have created work for this unique 

exhibit—work inspired by the mind-heart-soul stuff of these 
poems. Being a part of Beyond Words has been, and 

continues to be, a provocative and deeply interesting 

challenge." – Cristina White – Artist/Author, Corvallis, OR. 

 
“Vanna Bonta said ‘The true poem rests between the 

words’, it is in that place that I hope artists and readers 

find inspiration from my poetry.” – Terri Thomas Poet 
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Exhibition Details 
Beyond Words is a flexible mixed media exhibition.  Art 

pieces and musical compositions, are hung with the 

poems that inspired them.  The exhibition can be 

displayed in a variety of ways and is suitable for galleries 

of all sizes: 

 Free form as the aesthetic of venue/art/media dictate 

 Multiple artists, multiple poems 

 Multiple artists’ response to one poem 

 Individual artist’s response to multiple poems 

 Themed according to poetry subject matter 

 Musical responses exhibited on MP3 players with 

headphones with corresponding poems. 

Currently there are 17 artists working with the ‘Beyond 

Words’ poetry/art project.  Beyond Words is a ‘rolling’ 

project and a travelling exhibition.  Art work is for sale 

and if pieces sell there are always new pieces to replace 

them. 

 Full list of artwork with artist, media and price is 

supplied to venue. 

 All poems are mounted on foam core and are ready 

for hanging. 

Community Involvement 
Additional supplementary activities may be added at the 

venue’s discretion.  Doing so helps promote visitation to 

the exhibition and community involvement.  Activities 

may include: 

 Poetry readings: Poet Terri Thomas is available for poetry 

readings which can include an open mic for local poets 

 Invitation to local artists to respond to poetry collection:  

A binder of laminated poems can be supplied for use by 

local artists who wish to be involved with ‘Beyond 

Words’ during an ‘in gallery’ creative play day of call and 

response. 

 Children can be encouraged to respond to artwork by 

writing their own story or saying why they like an 

artwork. 

 Other ideas welcome! 

 

Venues 
Studio Beatrice – Corvallis Art Walk – Corvallis, Oregon 

Pegasus Gallery – Corvallis – National Poetry Month 

Alsea Public Library – Alsea, Oregon 

Lincoln City Cultural Center – Lincoln City, Oregon 

Benton County Historical Museum – Philomath, Oregon 
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Daisies by Maureen Frank 

 

 



 

Exhibition Sample Portfolio for ‘Beyond Words’ Poetry Art Project Page 5 
 

 

Daisy and Friend by Beatrice Rubenfeld 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daisies 

 

Some people love Dandelions 

For their backlit wishes whispered on the wind, 

Or desire an impassioned tangled Rose. 

But I love Daisies with their portentous petals 

Of ‘loves me, loves me not’ 

And their chains of pollinated sunshine 

Dressing the necks of children and dreamers. 

     Terri Thomas      
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Rooster 

Herald of the dawn 

Tumbles me out of bed 

A loud reminder to 

Cock-my-doodle at the day 

And ‘ready or not here I ….’ 

Rise 

And 

Yawn. 

                    Terri Thomas 

 

 

 

Rooster by Earl Newman 
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Sentinels by Kathy Jederlinich 

 
Sentinels 

Vulture finials 

Fence post sentinels 

Wings spread to dry 

Guard fields of morning chiffon grey 

And pay homage to 

A hulking antique denizen 

Rusty red and silent 

Whose throaty roar once 

Greeted morning sun 

With promises of hay and dust and diesel. 

                                    Terri Thomas 
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Silence 

Silence 

Song of time 

Breath of eternity 

Stretched into stillness 

On a rhythm of the spheres 

Sings to us, 

If we listen. 

                            Terri Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devotion to Silence by Judy Sander 
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Empty Chair 

Some restless soul carried on the dry breeze 

Rocks in the chair on my porch 

My companion in the ritualistic dead-heading of 

blossoms, 

Withered supplicants to the sun 

Fellow worshipper of a hazy vista draped in the 

somnolent suspension of time 

Measured only by the oscillation of cicada song. 

         

               Terri Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Empty Chair by Deb Perry Guetti 
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Dreams and Enlightenment by Bill Shumway and Leslie Green 

 

 

 

 

 

Dreams and Enlightenment 

 

Dreams strange and deep 

Carry me to rest 

Between the here and there 

In cradled consciousness 

I search for memory and meaning 

And with reluctant wakefulness 

Emerge 

Into the world 

Adorned in ego 

And so am lost again 

 

Terri Thomas  
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Grief 

 

Memories 

Drip 

Trapped 

In anguished tears 

that track grief’s journey 

and decorate with trails of lamentation 

The mourner’s lonely cheek 

To leave a tie that binds the living and the dead 

which on the lips tastes salty 

But glimmers in the head. 

 

Terri Thomas 

 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Grief by Maureen Frank 
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Basket by Jan Wilcox 

 

 

 

               

    

 

 

 

Herbal Infusion 

 
Iris and daffodils secede to summer’s Poppies  

Cocking their opium laced heads with foolishness  

Before the rosemary and lavender scented wind  

Blowing across the creeping of thyme  

That marks the rhythm of a Mediterranean day and the  

Lazy wandering of a mind fixed in earth’s orbit  

Seeking the wisdom of sage  

While suspended between life’s delirious heartbeat and 

the distillation of death. 

 

 Terri Thomas 
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Simply Be 

 

Walk the world with a long stride 

In mindful presence 

Journey with intention 

Living within no time 

Simply  

Be 

 

 

Terri Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Simply Be by Barbara Markello 
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Frog Prince by Raymond Hunter 

 

 

Summer Jazz 

 

They jazzed it up last night  

Those frogs  

A classic case of improvisation  

Driven by the rhythmic release  

Of jellied eggs waiting for a  

Spermatozoan counterpoint.  

 

A summer’s choir redolent  

Of heat and sweaty sex  

Until with onomatopoetic speed they plop  

Into the cool depths  

Leaving a concentric echo  

Silently rising on the misty dawn  

From a circle in the pond. 

 

Terri Thomas 
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Examples Exhibition Display 
Below are a few examples of how images and poems 

have been displayed in past exhibitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

List of Exhibiting Artists 
Kathy Byram 

Dave Chiller /David Storrs /Hezekiah – Musicians 

Kim Campbell 

Faye Cummins 

Holly Dubrasich 

Maureen Frank 

Leslie Green 

Deb Perry Guetti 

Raymond Hunter 

Kathy Jederlinich 

Barbara Markello 

Earl Newman 

Tara Pierce 

Beatrice Rubenfeld 

Judy Sander 

Bill Shumway 

Cristina White 

Jan Wilcox 
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Artist Statement 
Terri Thomas – Poet/Performer 

As a performing artist, I've had a long love affair with 

the interpretation of words:  in opera, in song, and in 
plays. In performance, when the embodiment of that 

interpretation floats across the footlights, I know in an 
instant how it has affected the listener. As a writer, my 
thoughts and interpretation of the world go out in 

inked silence, and the reader's response remains 
invisible, unheard, unknown. 

 

What does someone else see and feel when they read 

my words? I thought it would be fun to find out, so I 
started calling some of the artists I know! In talking 
with them about making art for this collection of 

poetry, I didn't ask for literal or illustrative responses, 
but rather a visual expression of the way the artist 

reacted to and interpreted each poem:  Their own 
muse let loose on any aspect of the poem(s) that 
personally resonated with them. 

 

Together, I hope we've created an exhibit that sparks 
unlimited interpretations of the myriad interior and 

exterior worlds in "Beyond Words." Perhaps my poems 
will not end on the page, but continue to live, inspired 
by the viewer's imagination. 

Biography 
Terri Thomas is a classically-trained US/British singer 

and actress whose performances are noted for a vocal 

and dramatic integration that keeps the listener 

engaged whether she’s singing or reading poetry.     

Ms. Thomas obtained a music degree from the 

University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa.   Her 

career in the arts and culture sector has a diversity of 

professional performance and presenting experience 

that ranges from Television, Film, Theatre, Voice Over 

and Opera and spans three continents; USA, United 

Kingdom and South Africa.   

 

Contact 
Terri Thomas 

Email: terriellenthomas@gmail.com 

Tel: 541-456-2277 

 

“Painting is silent poetry and poetry is painting that speaks” 
– Plutarch 

 

 

mailto:terriellenthomas@gmail.com

